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' Yin - Yang Laozin42 &f£#&: Dao De Jing: (The transformations of the Dao)

B, T, TR SRR, YRR, e, NZPE, MEIL. PR R,
LA &N, BYEER MG, Sz, N2, Johs, mP2E NG, S aEAL,

The Dao produced One; One produced Two; Two produced Three; Three produced All things.

All things leave behind them the Obscurity (out of which they have come), and go forward to embrace the
Brightness (into which they have emerged), while they are harmonised by the Breath of Vacancy.

What men dislike is to be orphans, to have little virtue, to be as carriages without naves; and yet these are the
designations which kings and princes use for themselves. So it is that some things are increased by being
diminished, and others are diminished by being increased.

What other men (thus) teach, | also teach. The violent and strong do not die their natural death. | will make this
the basis of my teaching. http://www.uboeschenstein.ch/texte/Dao/laozi42.html
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? Anthropologists, such as Marshall Sahlins and Richard Borshay Lee, have repudiated the idea of
hunter-gatherer societies being a source of scarcity and brutalization; describing them as "affluent
societies" “The "original affluent society" is a theory postulating that hunter-gatherers were the
original affluent society. This theory was first articulated by Marshall Sahlins. The significance of the
theory stems from its role in shifting anthropological thought away from seeing hunter-gatherer
societies as primitive, to seeing them as practitioners of a refined mode of subsistence. (Wikipedia)

The Neolithic Revolution was the first agricultural revolution. It was the wide-scale transition of

many human cultures from a lifestyle of hunting and gathering to agriculture and settlement.
Archaeological data indicates that various forms of plants and animal domestication evolved
independently in six separate locations worldwide circa 10,000—-7000 years BP (8,000-5,000 BC). The
earliest known evidence exists in the tropical and subtropical areas of southwestern/southern Asia. Y

(Wikipedia)
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4 afission-fusion society is one in which the social group, e.g. bonobo collectives of 100-strong,
sleep in one locality together, but forage in small groups going off in different directions during the day.
This form of social organization occurs in several other species of primates, though usually less
organised and less social than bonobos. These societies change frequently in their size and
composition, making up a permanent social group called the 'parent group.' In a fission-fusion society,
the main parent group can fracture (fission) into smaller stable subgroups or individuals to adapt to
environmental or social circumstances. For example, a number of males may break off from the main
group in order to hunt or forage for food during the day, but at night they may return to join (fusion) the
primary group to share food and partake in other activities. Overlapping of so-called 'parent groups'
territorially is also frequent, resulting in more interaction and mingling of community members, further
altering the make-up of the parent group.
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® Humans (known taxonomically as Homo sapiens,@l[‘ll Latin for "wise man" or "knowing man")[51 are

the only living species in the Homo genus. Anatomically modern humans orlglnated in Africa about
200,000 years ago, reaching full behavioral modernity around 50,000 years ago. % Humans have a
highly developed brain and are capable of abstract reasoning, language, introspection, and problem
solving. This mental capability has allowed humans to make far greater use of tools than any other
living species. Other higher-level thought processes of humans, such as self-awareness, rationality,
and sapience, ™ are considered to be defining features of what constitutes a "person”. 22
Humans are uniquely adept at utilizing systems of communication for self-expression, the
exchange of ideas, and organization. Humans create complex social structures composed of many
cooperating and competing groups, from families and kinship networks, to nations. Social
interactions between humans have established an extremely wide variety of values, social
norms, and rituals, which together form the basis of human society. (Wikipedia)

® Anthropologists have found that social stratification is not the standard among all societies.
"Assumptions about human behaviour that members of market societies believe to be
universal, that humans are naturally competitive and ach|S|t|ve and that social stratification
is natural, do not apply to many hunter-gatherer peoples."™@ The economies of stateless
agricultural societies tend to focus and organize subsistence agriculture at the community level. In
many stateless societies, conflicts between families are resolved by appealing to the community.
Each of the sides of the dispute will voice their concerns, and the community, often voicing its
will through village elders will reach a judgment on the situation. Even when there is no legal
or coercive authority to enforce these community deC|S|ons people tend to adhere to them,
due to a desire to be held in esteem by the community. (wikipedia)
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7 Egalitarianism (from French égal, meaning "equal”) is a trend of thought that favors equality of some
sort among living entities, whether persons or animals. Emphasis is placed upon the fact that equality
contains the idea of equity of quality. That is, all people should be treated with the same dignity or be
regarded as possessing the same intrinsic qualities despite our societal diversity of race, religion,
ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, political affiliation, socioeconomic status, (dis)ability or cultural
heritage. Egalitarian doctrines tend to maintain that all humans are equal in fundamental worth or
social status’ Acephalous society: In anthropology, an acephalous society (from the Greek for
"headless") is a society which lacks political leaders or hierarchies. Such groups are also
known as egalitarian or non-stratified societies. Typically these societies are small-scale,
organized into bands or tribes that make decisions through consensus decision making rather
than appointing permanent chiefs or kings. An acephalous society is a society in which political
power is diffused to the degree that there are no institutionalized political leadership roles such as
chiefs and kings. Bands and tribes are acephalous. Most foragers and simple horticulturalists have
highly egalitarian, acephalous societies. The word "acephalous” is Greek for "without a head.”
(Wikipedia)

8 Anarchy, is the absence of a master; ,Anarchy is Order Without Power” Proudhon

Anarchy - an-archein (from Greek: dvapyid anarchia, "without ruler") the term "anarchy" typically is
meant to refer to a society without a publicly enforced government or violently enforced political
authority. Anarchism is generally defined as the political philosophy which holds the state to be
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undesirable, unnecessary, and harmful, @ or alternatively as opposing authority and hierarchical
organization in the conduct of human relations. BEBERIAEL (\yikipedia)
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° Atribe, was viewed historically or developmentally, as consisting of a social group existing before

the development of, or outside of, states. Many anthropologists used the term tribal society to refer to
societies organized largely on the basis of kinship, especially corporate descent groups (see clan and
kinship). Some theorists hold that tribes represent a stage in social evolution intermediate between
bands and states.
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' Mor lam (Thai/lsan: #uaa1 is a traditional Lao form of song in Laos and Isan. Mor lam means

expert song, or expert singer, referring to the music or artist respectively. In Laos, the music is known
simply as lam (29); mor lam (Wn 29) refers to the singer.
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' social change: The development of larger societies led to the development of different means of
decision making and to governmental organization. Food surpluses made possible the development
of a social elite who were not otherwise engaged in agriculture, industry or commerce, but dominated
their communities by other means and monopolized decision-making. (Wikipedia)

2 Class stratification: Class stratification is a form of social stratification in which a society tends to
divide into separate classes whose members have differential access to resources and power. An
economic and cultural rift usually exists between different classes. People are usually born into their
class, though social mobility allows for some individuals to be promoted to a higher-level class or
demoted to a lower-level one. In the early stages of class stratification, the majority of members in a
given society have similar access to wealth and power, with only a few members displaying noticeably
more or less wealth than the rest. As time goes on, the largest share of wealth and status can begin to
concentrate around a small number of the population. When wealth continues to concentrate, pockets
of society with significantly less wealth may develop, until a sharp imbalance between rich and poor is
created. As members of a society spread out from one another economically, classes are created.

(Wikipedia)
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3 Thanong Khanthong  :In the rush to embrace high economic growth, we have traded our
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happiness, natural resources and environment, not to mention our cultural heritage. We don't
know what is the final destiny of this economic growth and over-consumption.

... The era of nation states, which followed from kingdoms, tribes and communities, has
ended with the advent of globalization.

... The Middle Way — The world's crisis can only be restored to stability by ending global
imbalances with a path toward equilibrium.
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